From the Executive Director

Dear Friends of Abbott House,

ince entering the profession of helping others | have often heard comments about having too
S positive of an outlook. | have heard comments like "Why waste your time", "What
difference can you make”, and one of my favorites "You can't save them all.”
Generally about the time | hear that is when it is really time to roll up your sleeves, dig your heels
in and "make it work". We recently had a clinical meeting and one of the staff members
commented "I just don't know if we are the right place for Sara." At this, the program director
responded "Tell me where there is a better place and we will send her, otherwise we will take
responsibility for this one and find a way."

Eric Klooz

This type of commitment, attitude and hope is what makes an agency great for kids.

1 once heard a story about a man that was full of energy and HOPE. So much so that all those around him were generally in
awe of his wonderful attitude. One day a co-worker asked "How do you do it?" He replied, "Each momning | wake up and
say to myself, you have two choices today. You can choose to be in a good mood or you can choose to be in a bad mood. |
choose to be in a good mood. Each time something bad happens, | can choose to be a victim or | can choose to learn from it.
I choose to learn from it."

S0 when you take away all excuses and things that we sometimes tell ourselves it really boils down to one thing. "It is your
choice how you live life." No person is responsible for what happens to them but we are all responsible for how we respond
and what we CHOOSE to do about it.

I hope that as you read this you choose to contribute to our efforts in any way that you can. We will continue to provide

hope and support for the young ladies and families that we have the privilege of serving, and we will make a difference.

Sincerely,

Eric Klooz, Executive Director

The Learn-A-Little Club Receive an Education on Abbott House

he month of June brought a very nice group of people to were very
TAbbolt House for a tour. The Learn-A-Little Club from happy to

Redfield, SD was a great bunch of ladies that wanted to know that
find out what we are all about. The tour started out with a people
small briefing on what goes on at Abbott House and the types actually do
of children that we help. Most of the residents were upstairs in  care. Thank
the school rooms when we started the tour. | don’t think | have you ladies for
ever seen so many hugs given at one time. This group of ladies  giving our
truely cared for the girls and wanted to show their support by girls more

expressing their feelings. What a wonderful day it was, the girls  hope.

Celebrating the Past and Looking to the Future

n August 14th, 2007 Abbott House celebrated Ernie
OPmr'< Day, a day set aside each year to celebrate the
life and the work of our former Executive Director,

who passed away in 2004. The event was held in conjunction
with a Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours event.

‘many things done in advance of the event was a craft

that the girls made for some of the guests. They spent
many hours making various sizes of Dream Catchers. The first
fifty people
received a
keychain Dream
Catcher made by
the girls. Next the
girls made some
large Dream
Catchers that were
framed and given
as door prizes. The
girls were involved
in many different
ways throughout
the day from
greeting customers
1o helping with the
release of more

P\dnmng for the event started many months ago. One of

The first annual Children’s Champion Award
was presented to Donna Bauer and family for  than 200 balloons.

their support of children everywhere.

bbott House
AFuunddIIUn
Board
President Dennis Kaemingk spoke at the event and helped to

remind us of the purpose of the event — to honor the past and
to look to the future of Abbott House. Dennis shared some

words from the
Bible with us.
Romans 5 2-4,
(Verse 2) Through
him we have also
obtained access by
faith into this
grace in which we
stand, and we
rejoice in hope of
the glory of God.
(Verse 3) More
than that, we
rejoice in our
sufferings, knowing
that suffering
produces Abbott House Foundation Board President
endurance, (Verse  Dennis Kaemingk talks to the guests about
4 and endurance £ Peters and his legacy.

produces character, and character produces hope.

was presented. This award is given to a business, family,

or individual who has been a great supporter of
children. Abbott House Board President Pam Boline presented
the first annual Children's Champion Award to Donna Bauer
of Mitchell and family. The Bauers have been extremely
involved in the Mitchell community. The Bauer children grew
up aware of Abbott House and its purpose and they all
continue to be great assets to the Mitchell community and to
Abbott House. Congratulations to the Bauers! We thank them
for their dedication!

! new annual award, the Children's Champion Award,

Abbott House Re-designs Agency Website

n the first part of August, H et
I Abbott House launched its — a
newly re-designed website

One of the new features added is - =
the ability to donate online. .
Abbott House has partnered with 1

Network for Good, an
organization that helps non-
profits. In addition to being able E‘ H\.
to quickly and easily donate —

online, visitors can also find out what items are
needed by looking at our wish list. The site also has
a new photo tour of Abbott House, where viewers
are able to get a feel for the atmosphere at Abbott
House. Readers can also learn about the history of
Abbott House, as well as the past and present
leaders. The main page features our new video, a

S ——

truly remarkable agency video.
We invite you to watch this video
and we're sure you'll be glad that
you did! Also on the main page is
a link to Abbott House’s new
blog. Our blog will be updated

& temie regularly and will feature articles,

B = T s W oot uotes, and information

about Abbott House happenings,

s0 be sure to check back often.
Happy surfing, and we will see you on the
information super highway.

E Around the House E

The Busy Days of Summer

The girls took time out of their
daily schedules to decorate the
monthly activity board.
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Road Trip! Ahh, enjoying a wagon ride on the
way out to an old school house at the Laura
Ingall's Homestead in Desmet, SD
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