
Greetings from the Abbott
House Development
Office! My name is Allen

Lepke, and I am the new
Development Director, taking over
a position and role that has been
vacant for seven years. 

When I accepted this position, with
it came a complete career change for
me. I view this new opportunity as a
challenge, but one that has such a
great cause. 

Abbott House is a place where girls get another chance to turn
the abuse and victimization of their past into experiences they
live with, but that do not overwhelm them. Abbott House also
provides girls with a second chance at youth – and becomes a
place of hope and recovery for them and their families. 

I have met most of the girls here and am pleasantly surprised
to see how much strength they have. It takes a great deal of
courage to overcome the adversity and trauma they have faced
in their young lives. 

Abbott House has recently composed a new video of what we
do for the girls and how they react to the treatment they
receive from our programs. Many of our actual girls speak
openly about how Abbott House has changed their lives. 

I encourage civic and church groups to contact me about
coming to speak about the work we do at Abbott House. Tours
are also available for individuals or small groups. 

Your support for these girls means the world to them! If you
have questions, please feel free to contact me at 605-996-2486
ext.120 or alepke@abbotthousesd.org. I look forward to
meeting and talking with everyone that I can.

Dear Friends of Abbott House,

Our namesake (Abbott) comes from Grace Abbott who said, “If I offer you a long hard
struggle, I can also promise you great rewards.” 

Working at Abbott House can be a difficult task. It is difficult for our cooks who alternate
holidays so they can cook meals for the girls. It is difficult for the supervisors who regularly
stay one, two or even three hours after their shift to talk with a girl who is afraid to go to
sleep as memories of the past torment her. It is difficult for the maintenance supervisor who
cooks, cleans and comes in on Sunday when the heating system malfunctions. It is difficult for
the program director who takes phone calls all hours of the day and night.  

Why do they do it? Why would someone work more hours for less pay and virtually no recognition? They do it because
they care, because they know if they don't do “whatever it takes,” no one will.  

Each week, there is a supervisory staff meeting that is entitled “Good Enough is not Good Enough.” This simple phrase
sets the tone for each of us. Every girl that walks through our door will have something difficult to work through. During
that period, she will only make it through her troubling times if someone is there with her. We must assist her to make
permanent adjustments to her path in life. If we don't, she may never make them.

As the executive director of Abbott House, I am very proud of what this agency accomplishes. However, I also have my
difficult tasks. My joy is realized in the girls and the amazing stories that I get to be a part of. My charge is ensuring that
we continue to do whatever it takes to help our girls succeed.  

Doing what it takes for children is not always doing what is paid for. As you may have heard, there have been many
changes in funding for social programs. When programs like Abbott House began in the early 1900s, they were funded
totally by the people. Over the years, the government has assisted by providing the majority of funding. Presently, that
funding is shrinking.    

We have planned for this shrinking funding by establishing a foundation that helps support our efforts each year. As a
valued friend of Abbott House, your continued support is vital for our continued programming and pursuit of excellence.
When you choose to support our work, you will become a participant in our struggle and reap the great rewards of seeing
young lives changed forever.  

Sincerely,

Eric Klooz, Executive Director
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Thousands upon thousands of children are abused or
neglected each year. They are defenseless against those
who hurt them. 

According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, more than 1,400 children died as a result of abuse in
2004 – or more than two out of every 100,000 children in the
United States. 

Identifying a need to do something to protect innocent
children, Congress passed the first federal child protection
legislation, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
(CAPTA), in 1974. 

While the legislation has been amended numerous times over
the past 30 years, most recently in 2003 by the Keeping
Children and Families Safe Act, the purpose of the original
legislation remains intact. Today, the Children's Bureau is the
federal agency charged with supporting states, tribes and
communities to provide the programs that protect children.

In the early 1980s, Congress made a further commitment to
identifying and implementing solutions to child abuse. 

Recognizing the alarming rate at which children were abused
and neglected and the need for innovative programs to prevent
child abuse, the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives
resolved that the week of June 6-12, 1982, would be
designated as the first National Child Abuse Prevention Week.
President Ronald Reagan issued a proclamation calling upon
government agencies and the public to observe the week with
programs, ceremonies and activities.

The following year, April was designated as the first National
Child Abuse Prevention Month. Since then, child abuse and

neglect awareness
activities have
been promoted
across the country
during April each
year. 

A Blue Ribbon
Campaign to
Prevent Child
Abuse had its early
beginnings as a
Virginia
grandmother's
tribute to her
grandson who died
as a result of
abuse. In1989, she
tied a blue ribbon
to the antenna of her car as a way to remember him and to
alert the community to the tragedy of child abuse. In a short
time, the campaign expanded across the country, and many
people wear blue ribbons each April in memory and honor of
those who have died as a result of child abuse.

Having first-hand knowledge of how abuse can affect one's
life, the girls at Abbott House help out every year in the
community to raise awareness for Child Abuse Prevention
Month. By raising awareness, the girls are helping themselves
and others cope with abuse, and hopefully people will start
taking notice of this very important month which impacts most
of the girls here at Abbott House.

Much of this information came from the Child Welfare
Information Gateway, www.childwelfare.gov.

Eric Kllooz

Around the  House

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “It is a happy talent to
know how to play.”

Abbott House is a place of learning and healing. From the
outside it could appear that all of our time is spent in
educational groups and schooling. Education is so
important, but it is much more than books and classes. It
is also about learning healthy and productive ways to
have FUN!

Each year, staff from the agency plan, organize and
provide experiences for the girls that they will remember
for the rest of their lives. Every day at Abbott House is
filled with structured time. However, there are also times
to relax and enjoy some moments with each other.  

One such time occurs
each summer as the
House gears up for
Summer Games.
During this two-day
event, girls will choose
to participate in many
different activities. Foot
races, long jumping
and softball throws are
common. Also included are indoor thinking games. By the
end of this time, all of the girls have participated, and, in
the process, learned that having some fun is an important
time for each of them.

Another yearly tradition comes during Halloween. Most
people can remember putting on their mask or dressing

up as their favorite superhero, witch or even princess.
That is no different for the girls of Abbott House. During
the past year, the education director threw a Halloween
party to remember in our gymnasium. One of the big hits
was the mummy contest where the girls paired up in
teams to see who could be the best mummy.

Each year, on
numerous
occasions, a
group of
volunteers from
a local church
plan activities
for the girls. If
you stop in,
you will find
the girls
crocheting, or
learning to sew
or doing some sort of art. This activity is extra special
because the girls get to have some interaction with others
who are giving of themselves and their time. This selfless
service is always sure to bring a smile.

Last but definitely not
least is Christmas. Of
course, the year
would not be
complete without a
visit from good ole
Santa. Each year,
Santa always finds
his way back to
Abbott House to
spend some time
handing out
Christmas
presents to each
of the girls. As
the girls wait for
Santa to appear, you will hear the
Christmas Carols and smell the hot apple cider.  

There are many other activities that we work hard to make
a part of our education system. On many different
occasions, a break in the serious structured programming
is just what a young girl needs to further build her
relationship with staff members as well as the other girls.
It is also the fond memory that may help her develop her
own traditions when she graduates and leaves our House.

From the Executive Director
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Abbott House Girls Don’t Escape Child Abuse

Allen Lepke

Lepke Embraces Abbott House Development Role

An Abbott House resident places a blue ribbon
on the school to commemorate April as Child
Abuse Awareness Month.

“As a well-established, long-standing agency, it is always good
to have a measuring stick,” Klooz said. “This process forces
organizations to continue to move forward in the struggle to
provide whatever it takes to provide premier services for
children and families.”

Completing the process of becoming accredited was the
culmination of months of work by the staff of Abbott House. It
was also a requirement to continue to receive federal funding
to serve children in South Dakota. 

During the past few years, federal funding has decreased for
residential programs across the country while the need for
residential psychiatric programs has increased. 

Abbott House has been committed to serving children and
families for over 65 years and through the generosity of
donors like you, we will continue the hard work of providing
premier services to help girls and families. Thank you for your
continued support for the many girls who make Abbott House
their home.

Accreditation Raises Abbott House Service Level (continued from cover)

Girls Learn Life Lessons and Have Lots of Fun at Abbott House



Abbott House has once again completed
work to secure accreditation through the
Council on Accreditation (COA) for the

next four years – the maximum number the
Accreditation is awarded. This paves the way
for the agency to move to the next level to serve
girls and families in South Dakota.  

“This is a significant milestone in our agency
journey as we strategically move forward to
express our mission of providing premier
services to girls and families,” Abbott House
Executive Director Eric Klooz said. “Full
accreditation is affirmation of the high-quality
services we provide, the integrity of our system
processes and assessment and the confidence
and enthusiasm with which we carry out our
mission.”

It’s also indicative of the strong and consistent
support Abbott House receives from partners in
the community, region and throughout the state.
But gaining the stamp of approval from the
Council on Accreditation is no simple task. 

The agency engaged in a year-long process of
assessing current practices, reviewing and
researching best practices and then
implementing plans for change in any areas that
were needed. This process assessed all areas of
operation, including governance, financial
management, ethical practice, risk management,
safety, quality control, residential treatment and
foster care services.

The evaluation team found evidence to support
all criteria and standards as required by the

council and documented this evidence in
Abbott House's Self-Study Report that was
submitted in January 2007. During the three-day
site visit, the team leader, an executive director
of over 30 years, noted the following: “Abbott
House is the epitome of what residential
treatment should be.”

Abbott House has long been known in South
Dakota as a small program that is very good at
what it does. Becoming accredited was a logical
step for the agency and enhances the
organization. 

Accreditation Raises Abbott House Service Level
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Memorials, Honorariums and Gifts in Kind 
August 6, 2006 to April 6, 2007

Memorials
Lee Anderson
Mrs. Donna Bauer
Margaret Barron
Mrs. Helen Salem
Esther Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Rolland Loon
Jim Bauer
Bauer Dental Employees
Delta Dental of  South Dakota
Dr. Bruce Wintle
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Holm
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Newell
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Mechtenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Gopal Vyas
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Herrick
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Bruce
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ellefson
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Edinger
Mr. Dale Holm
Mr. James W. Soper
Mr. William Simpson
Mr.Terry Krome
Mrs. Ann Rittenhouse-Krall
Mrs. Donna Hartman
Mrs. Ida Sebesta
Mrs. Maria McCabe
Mrs. Valeria Remund
Mrs. Virginia Rozum
Ms. Dee O. Keller
National Dentex Corporation
Mrs. Donna Bauer
Drs. Malters & Malters
Mrs. Tona Rozum
S.D. Bender
Mr. Robert Smetana
Heidi Boddy
Mr. & Mrs. John Cooper
Vera Boe
Mrs. Margie Stewart
Elmer R. Bohlmann
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Halvorson
Ben Bowar
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Bowar
June Boyd
Mrs. Jean Keller
Gary Buntrock
Mr. & Mrs. H. Paul Dennert
Phyllis Butts
Mr. Wesley Ulvestad
Polly Anne Cerney
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Dappen
Blase Cindric
Mr. Phyllis Cindric
Vickie Clarke
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bauer
Bruce Crockett
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ellefson
Mr. & Mrs. Art Blaalid
Mrs. Lou Ora Houk

John Daly
Family of  John Daly
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Jacobs
Mr. & Mrs. S. J. Axtman
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Kathleen Davis
Mr. & Mrs. H. Paul Dennert
Holli Rae Dennert
Mr. & Mrs. John Daly
Mr. & Mrs. H. Paul Dennert
Wayne Ebsen
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Halvorson
Grace Fitzler
Dr. & Mrs. William Scheig
Mr. Bradley J. Bauer
Mrs. Donna Bauer
Ms. Christine Bauer
Gen Forster
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Forster
Lucille Fraser
Mr. & Mrs. Hershell Page
Patricia Frevert
Ms. Violet Biever
William Fritzemeier
Mr. & Mrs. Jame Sejnoha
Dorothy Gilchrist
Mrs. Myrtis Daly
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Isaac Ginsburg
Ms. Joyce Robbins
Esther Girard
Ms. Marlys Erickson
Shirley Gjernes
Mrs. Stella O’Donnell
Jurene Gjesdal
Mr. & Mrs. James Jorgensen
Margaret Griffith
Mr. Michael J. Griffith
Vernalda Gummeson
Mrs. Mary Hines
Jannette Hall
Mrs. Mary Hines
Martin Hamer
Ms. Joyce Robbins
Taylor Harms
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Bruce
Robert Harris
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Brinkman
Michael Dean Hines
Mrs. Mary Hines
Bill Hollmann
Fay & Millie Hendricks
Herman Holmstrom
Ms. Katheryn Homstrom
Harlow Howe
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Larelle Inman
Ms. Alys L. Williams
Canute M. Johnson
Mrs. Helen H. Johnson
Jim Kading
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Bowar

Eldon Kallsen
Mr. & Mrs. Orlin Hein
Roy Kathner
Mrs. Mary Hines
Leonard Klemme
Mr. Orlin Hein
Joe Knust
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Wingert
Kenneth Knutson
Ms. Ruth Morud
Marwell Konold
Ms. Ruth Morud
Charles & Carmella Krall
Ms. Christine Bauer
Ann Lapins
Ms. Joyce Robbins
Robert Lee
Mr. & Mrs. LuVerne Duck
Raymond Linke
Mr. Don Roti
Warren Lounsbery
Dr. L.L. Lounsbery
Shirley Manna
Ms. Joyce Robbins
Wenelda Martinmaas
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Bowar
Eleanor McGovern
Mr. & Mrs. Les Hildebrandt
Mrs. Rosetta Hildebrandt
Sandy McNeil
Mrs. Stella O’Donnell
Hellen McNutt
Mrs. Mary Hines
Herty & Gus Melcher
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Rosemarie Melius
Mr. & Mrs. John Cooper
Sandy Menor
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Dicus
Laura Miller
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Phyllis K. Moir
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Ulvestad
Wes Mueller
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Buschelman
Ray Munson
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Dappen
Vernon & Catherine Peterson
Mrs. Ruby J. Peterson
Lucille Peterson
Ms. Ruth Morud
Perry R. Pickering
Ms. Carol Pickering
Donald Pierce
Mr. Wesley Ulvestad
Eunice Prehn
Ms. Ruth Morud
Della Richardson
Mrs. Helen Salem
Paul Gene Riley
Mr. & Mrs. John Cooper

Arthur W. Rohrbach
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Kusler
Donald Rombaugh
Mrs. Mary Hines
Gladys Rose
Ms. Ruth Morud
Leonard Rowley
Mr. Robert Smetana
Artis Salmon
Mrs. Mary Hines
Bonnie Schlund
Mr. & Mrs. James Jorgensen
Herbert Schnabel
Mrs. Donna Bauer
Neva Shanard
Iverson Chrysler Center
Mrs. Donna Bauer
Kathryn Shefveland
Mrs. Helen H. Johnson
Walter Sieber
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Leona & Bill Sieber
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Duane Stenson
Mrs. Lois Stenson
Irene A Stitch
Rev. Grace E. Huck
David Townsend
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Ulvestad
Walter Vanhove
Mr. & Mrs. LuVerne Duck
Mamie & Rudy Vitense
Ms. Myrtle Sieber
Delores Walter
Mr. & Mrs. LuVerne Duck
Martin Weismantel
Mr. & Mrs. H. Paul Dennert
Fay Werner
Mrs. Mary Hines
Bonnie Mae Westall
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Uthe
Norman Westre
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Halvorson
Edna Wills
Mrs. Mary Hines
Marvin A. Wolf
Mr. Orville A. Stangl
Hank Wuger
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Bowar

Honorariums
Debra Anderson’s Mother-in-Law
Ms. Debra Anderson
Mrs. Donna Bauer
Dr. & Mrs. William Scheig
Violet Biever’s Granddaughter
Mrs. Violet Biever
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Buche
Mr. Evan Tessier
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Cody
Ms. Joan Cody Stovall

Josef Diamond
Ms. Joyce Robbins
Nancy Ellwein
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Powers
Duane & Shirley Enquist
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Harling
Steve Pelzl Family
Mr. & Mrs. William Nelson
David Peters
Ms. Katheryn Holmstrom
Travas Uthe
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Uthe
Marshall Uthe
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Uthe
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Winett
Ms. Joyce Robbins

Gifts in Kind
American Association of  

University Women
Aurora Reform Chuch Ladies
Beta Sigma Phi – Delta Chapter
Brenda Ellwein
Corn Palace Shriners of  Mitchell
Cortrust Bank of  Mitchell
Country Kitchen of  Mitchell
County Fair Food Store
Dawna VanOverschelde
Daylight Donuts
Days Inn
Dominos Pizza
First United Methodist Church   

of  Mitchell
Janet Krause
Kathy Zoss
Kentucky Fried Chicken
Mary Vaughn
Maureen Regynski
Missionary Circle of  Grace 

Reformed Church of  Corsica
Mitchell Music Boosters
Mitchell Park and Recreation
Mr. & Mrs. Jim McLaird
Papa Murphy’s 
Pizza Hut
Pizza Ranch
Subway
The Salvation Army
Town & Country Extension Club 

of  Mitchell
Tressa Schmidt
United Congregational Church 

of  Christ of  Mitchell
Vernon Wulf
Wanderer’s Sunday School Class, 

First United Methodist Church 
of  Mitchell

William Quinn
Women of  Grace Reformed 

Church of  Corsica

Spring 2007
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SAVE THE DATE! Celebrate the
past and future of Abbott House on
August 14th when we host a Business
After Hours with the Mitchell Area
Chamber of Commerce. The event will
honor former Executive Director Ernie
Peters, who led Abbott House
successfully for 31 years until his
death in 2004. Please check back for
more details as the date draws near. 

A Publication of Abbott House

Visit www.abbotthouse.org to make your online donation.

Going through the accreditation process
ensures the best service and care for Abbott
Houses’ residents.

continued on page 2

Remember
Abbott
House in
Your Will
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Remember Abbott House in Your Estate Planning

There are many ways to remember Abbott House in your
estate plan, only a few of which involve any expense or
professional fees to you as donor.

You may wish to consider one of the following options:
� Amend an existing insurance policy to add Abbott House
as an additional beneficiary, or simply purchase a new one to
benefit the girls.
� Visit your personnel office and ask to amend your group
life insurance policy or retirement plan to add Abbott House
as one of your beneficiaries; or add Abbott House as a
recipient if another person precedes you in death.  
� Instruct your lawyer to prepare a simple, inexpensive
codicil to your existing will, creating a bequest for Abbott
House.
� Deed your home to Abbott House and continue to live in
it. Your tax savings from the gift may cover the legal costs.
� Leave written or verbal instructions for your surviving
spouse to include Abbott House when redrawing his or her
will (which will be necessary in any case).
� If you have a sizable estate, let us show you how to create
a trust which will pay an annual income to Abbott House for
a period of years prior to distributing the principal to your
children or grandchildren. The income we receive will create
a charitable estate tax deduction.

This technique may allow you to make a substantial gift at a
cost as low as five cents on the dollar, and avoid taxes which

might otherwise claim as
much as 60 percent of
your estate.

There are many ways
to benefit Abbott
House through
planned gifts, some of
which will provide
you with positive
benefits during your
lifetime.  

If you place Abbott
House near the
top of your
charitable
priorities, we
hope you will, at a minimum,
consider naming us as a contingent beneficiary of
your will, insurance and retirement programs.

By remembering Abbott House, we will be able to continue to
help emotionally and behaviorally disturbed adolescent girls.If
you would like additional information, please complete and
return the enclosed reply envelope. Please contact Allen at
605-996-2486 ext.120 or alepke@abbotthousesd.org for more
information.


